
New Public Land for the Hill Country 

Texas is a big state, but that doesn’t mean we have a lot of land area for the citizens to 

enjoy.  Only 2.6 % of the land area in Texas is in some form of municipal, county, state 

or federal government park, natural area, wildlife management area, forest, or Defense 

Department land.  While most all of these areas, except for Defense Department land, 

are at least somewhat accessible to the public, we are still way behind many states in 

the amount of land area devoted to state parks.  Texas ranks only 28th among all states 

in the percentage of land area devoted to State Parks—0.35 percent. 

Projections are for the population of Texas to double in the next few decades.  But 

where will these people live?  We are not going to have any more land for these new 

Texans to live on, so the percentage of land occupied by human habitation will certainly 

increase.  Some of our parks are already so crowded that people have to be turned 

away on busy week-ends.  The availability of natural areas for people to camp, hike, 

fish, hunt, picnic and just experience Nature will be severely strained.  Every unspoiled 

or even slightly spoiled piece of natural area will become more and more precious. 

That is why I think we should celebrate something that occurred a little over two years 

ago.  At that time, the Albert and Bessie Kronkosky Foundation donated the 3,800 acre 

3K Ranch between Boerne and Pipe Creek to the state.  This is especially important 

because that is an area that is growing fast with many ranches and natural areas being 

broken up for “developments” and “ranchettes”,  it is in an especially geologically and 

ecologically sensitive area on the Balcones Escarpment, and it contains an astonishing 

number of important species of native vegetation. 

For the past two years, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department biologists and various 

volunteers, many of them Master Naturalists, have been studying, surveying and 

inventorying the various features of this property, especially the vegetation.  And it is the 

diversity of vegetation and the number of uncommon, special species that make this 

property so valuable. 

I have had the privilege of accompanying Superintendant James Rice and volunteers on 

a number of study trips on the property and have seen bigtooth maples in the canyons 

and sycamore-leaf snowbells along the creeks.  The list of identified plants compiled by 

the best botanists in the state is truly amazing. 

This is an especially rugged property, being near the Balcones Escarpment, with 

elevations ranging from 1400 to 2000 feet.  The ranch had not been grazed for some 

time before the land was donated to the state, and the only roads on the property are 

extremely primitive, rocky ranch roads requiring high-clearance, four-wheel drive 

vehicles.  The one problem with the property is that Ashe juniper has encroached in 

many areas to a level that is detrimental to healthy native habitat. 



In the two years while this initial study has been going on, it has been concluded that 

the property will be called the Albert and Bessie Kronkosky State Natural Area, or 

ABKSNA for short.  Volunteers and TPWD agency personnel will continue to study the 

property, to fight back cedar in selected areas, and to begin to make the area suitable 

for public visitation in the future.  This process is still going to take many months of hard 

work, but agency folks and volunteers are exceedingly enthusiastic about preserving the 

property and sharing it with the public. 

Aldo Leopold advocated that governments should maintain wilderness areas as 

examples of unspoiled nature and protection of threatened species.  ABK is certainly 

not an unspoiled wilderness, but it may be close to the best we can do in the 21st 

century.  As the population of the Hill Country continues to increase and more and more 

such properties are broken up for individual housing and the natural habitat is 

destroyed, the more precious places like ABK become. 

Everyone who enjoys parks, natural areas and wildlife refuges should strongly support 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and thank the Albert and Bessie Kronkosky 

Foundation for this gift to the people of Texas. 

On Monday, March 24, at 7:00 pm, James Rice, ABK Superintendent, will speak at the 

Hill Country Master Naturalist meeting at the UGRA building on Lehmann Dr. The 

meeting is free and the public is invited. 

Until next time… 

Jim Stanley is a Texas Master Naturalist and the author of the book “Hill Country Landowner’s Guide”. He 

can be reached at jstmn@ktc.com. Previous columns can be seen at www.hillcountrynaturalist.org. 

 

 


