
Where to Find Our Most Common Native Trees Growing 

If I asked you where in the Hill Country I could find a bald cypress tree, I suspect most 

everyone would say “Down by the river”, and I doubt if anyone would say, “Up on the 

hilltops”.  So if that is how you would have answered that question, you already know 

something about different species having different requirements as to where they grow 

best. 

And it doesn’t mean that some trees can’t live in very different areas than they are 

usually found.  I so like cypress trees that I planted a small one in our front yard about 

12 years ago, where it is only near water during extra-heavy rainstorms.  I water it 

occasionally during hot, dry summers, and it is now over 14 feet tall and doing fine.  But 

that is not the kind of place I would go to look for a cypress. 

So let’s take a look at where you might find some of our other common native trees. I 

will tell you where I usually see these trees, especially in Kerr and all the surrounding 

counties. 

The answer as to where to find a live oak is, “Just about anywhere”.  They grow on 

hilltops, on rocky slopes, out on open rangeland and in bottomlands and canyons as 

well.  Just about the only place you don’t often see live oaks is where you find bald 

cypress, adjacent to permanent water.  Interestingly, the answer as to where to find 

cedar these days is about the same.  In the early 1800s and before, cedar was not as 

common on the higher open ranges because wildfires kill cedars and they don’t sprout 

back, but the reduction in numbers of wildfires has allowed cedar to grow in open areas 

where it hadn’t grown before. 

I most often find Spanish oaks on slopes and hillsides, although they can also be found 

most anywhere.  Blackjack oaks are usually found in the same areas as Spanish oaks, 

although they are also found on upland Redland clay soils along with post oaks—soils 

that are slightly deeper and more acidic than most Hill County soils. 

Pecans need deep soil, which in the Hill Country is almost always found only in alluvial 

soil in valleys and along creek sides. (Alluvial soil is soil that was relatively recently 

eroded from the hills and deposited during flood events).  The term “pecan bottoms” 

pretty much describes where to find pecans. 

Most walnuts in our area are the small Texas walnut or little walnut, or occasionally the 

slightly-larger cousin, Arizona walnut.  These trees are often also found where pecans 

grow, but they are not as restricted to those areas and in fact can grow on hillsides and 

hilltops as well. 



Escarpment black cherries are probably most frequently found along creeks and in 

valleys, but they are not infrequently seen on hillsides and hilltops also. 

Sycamores are almost always found along creeks or rivers, or growing in the middle of 

the streambeds, but only occasionally up the slopes some distance from water.  They 

are prolific at seed production and germination, and not a deer favorite, so lots of small 

young sycamores can usually be found in a given riparian area.  Black willows are also 

a streamside tree, seldom found in any other place. 

Hackberries, gum bumelias and cedar elms seem to not be very particular as to where 

they grow.  Hackberries in particular seem to have a very high germination rate as 

wherever they are protected from browsers, such as in an agarita or prickly pear, one 

frequently finds young hackberries. 

Chinquapin oaks seem to prefer the same type of habitat as pecans, although they can 

grow in areas with shallower soil than pecans. Lacey oaks are often found along 

ridgelines and on upper slopes, and like Spanish oaks, where you find one you usually 

find others.  Shin oaks are frequently seen on rocky hilltops growing in small groups. 

Our part of the Hill Country seems to be on the southwestern edge of the normal range 

for black hickory, black walnut, bur oak, and bois d ‘arc trees.   

Much of our part of the Hill Country has soil too shallow for mesquite to be common, but 

where the soil is deeper and less rocky, mesquite can be found in profusion, especially 

in open rangeland and old farm fields. 

In Nature, everything has its place and there is a place for everything. 

Until next time… 
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