
What Landowners Can Do to Help Conserve Our Natural Texas 

A few weeks ago I wrote a column listing things everyone could do to help conserve 

Texas, by helping to educate kids (of all ages) about the Natural World and getting them 

involved in Nature. 

If you own a piece of property, you can obviously do any and all of the things listed in 

the earlier column, but there are things landowners can do in addition to the things 

discussed earlier. I am not limiting my comments here to those who have working 

ranches, or even to those who own only a few acres in the country. Some of the 

suggestions apply to anyone with a backyard, even if it is in the city.   

First, Do No Harm. The most important thing a landowner can do is to not destroy any 

native vegetation or natural features on the land unless it is absolutely necessary.  It is 

much more difficult and expensive to replace something that has been destroyed or 

removed than it is to just preserve it.  Manage your property in a way that best 

preserves, maintains, or restores native habitat as much as possible.  Work to avoid the 

most common land management problems: overgrazing, overbrowsing, brush 

encroachment, erosion, invasive exotics and poor water-capture and use.  

Create an Oasis. Wildscape your yard. The best description I can give for what will 

constitute an ideal backyard habitat is to provide as much diversity as possible of native 

plant species from the ground level to the tree tops to make cover and nesting space for 

birds and small animals.  Providing a reliable source of water is another part of a 

wildscape. 

If you have larger areas, you might want to think about planting trees and shrubs that 

are declining in numbers in the Hill Country, usually because of deer browsing.  You will 

be helping to preserve the native flora, and the native fauna that depend on it. 

Capturing rainwater is a good practice with lots of advantages for city dwellers as well 

as rural landowners.  More and more new rural landowners are doing without a well and 

are living totally on rainwater.  If more city dwellers collected rainwater there would be 

less storm runoff, and the consequent damage that causes, as well as less severe 

water restrictions imposed during times of drought. 

Share your space. Most people have kids and/or grandkids. If your children are grown 

and they did not grow up in the country, they need to have the experience as much as 

anyone else.  If you have grandkids, encourage them to come spend time on your 

property with you.  Take them for walks. Talk about what they see, the trees, the 

flowers, the grasses, the animals.  Find a place where they can pitch a tent and “camp 

out”, even if it is only a few yards from the house.   



The Texas Wildlife Association sponsors youth hunts.  They work with a landowner to 

allow kids, accompanied by a parent or a TWA volunteer, to come deer-hunting on your 

property.  The kids are first educated about all aspects of hunting safety and are very 

carefully supervised. This program makes sure the kids strictly adhere to all of the rules 

of safety and ethical hunting, and in general makes sure they appreciate the whole 

outdoor experience.  The landowner gets some help in controlling the deer population 

as well as the satisfaction of helping a young person experience the Natural World. 

The phrase “Nature Tourism” has recently been coined to describe a relatively new 

phenomenon in which photographers, birders, hikers, etc. pay a landowner to allow 

them to come on his/her property and look for birds, take photos, or whatever.  They 

mainly just want to spend time in a natural area.  

Many landowners who are justifiably proud of their property and have spent many years 

being good land stewards are concerned about what will happen to the land after they 

no longer own it.  One solution to that dilemma is to place a Conservation Easement on 

the property.  The easement is donated to a non-profit organization or governmental 

agency, and it allows the landowners to specify how much “development” can occur on 

the property (number of new houses, if any) and what activities are and are not allowed 

in perpetuity.   

Until next time… 
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