
What You Can Do to Help Conserve Our Native Texas 

I am frequently asked by people who are concerned about the state of our native 

habitat, if there is anything they can do to help conserve it.  As a matter of fact, there is 

a lot you can do.  You don’t have to be a farmer or rancher to do things that benefit our 

native habitat.  You don’t even have to own any rural property. Even if you live in an 

apartment in the city, you can still make significant contributions to conserve our Native 

Texas. 

Even if you don’t have any particular knowledge or experience with any nature-related 

topic, there are things you can do to make a difference. 

State and local parks need volunteers for numerous tasks, and most have volunteer 

organizations, such as the Friends of Enchanted Rock State Natural Area, which are 

always eager for more interested volunteers. 

Nature Centers are always in need of volunteers for dozens of tasks.  We have three in 

our area, Riverside Nature Center in Kerrville (830-257-4837), Cibolo Nature Center in 

Boerne (www.cibolo.org), and Friends of the Fredericksburg Nature Center in Lady BIrd 

Johnson Park in Fredericksburg (mail@fredericksburgnaturecenter.org).  The main goal 

of all of these organizations is to educate the public about our native habitats, so 

anything you can do to help these centers, will help further their cause. 

Go to the websites of various local nature-related organizations such as Texas Master 

Naturalists (www.txmn.org/hillcountry/) and The Native Plant Society of Texas 

(www.npsot.org/Kerrville/Newsletters.htm) to find out about their meetings.  Not only will 

you hear an interesting speaker and learn something about the natural world, but you 

will meet similar-minded people, and learn of local projects you might be interested in 

working on. Contact the above organizations to get more information and to get on their 

electronic newsletter list. 

Even if you are not particularly knowledgeable about the Natural World, you probably 

know enough to help interest and educate a child about nature.  Too many, most 

probably, of today’s kids have very little experience being outdoors under any 

conditions, but especially in natural environments.  Take a child for walks in our state 

parks and nature centers and talk to them about what you see.  If there are trail guides 

available, give one to the child and let them look for the things listed. 

The unfortunate situation of our modern life is that too many people, adults and children, 

have lives almost totally devoid of any contact with nature. A result of this lifestyle is the 

feeling by many that nothing in the Natural World matters to their lives.  It is not so much 

an attitude of antagonism or even apathy, but just not feeling it is important. 



But the conditions of our Natural World are vitally important to everyone, even the city 

dweller.  If we lose our replacement trees to too many deer, our landscape will be very 

different, and hotter.  If we overgraze the pastures we will have severe erosion and a 

reduced water supply. If cedar encroaches on all of the Hill Country we will lose even 

more of our water supply and the resultant cedar brakes will be severe fire hazards.  All 

of the above means less wildlife and fewer birds, exacerbated drought problems, and a 

generally less pleasant landscape. 

One way to reverse the trend of public disinterest in Nature is to get kids away from 

their electronic gadgets and out into Nature where they can experience the joys of 

seeing actual trees and birds and butterflies rather than seeing them on some screen. 

Christmas is coming. Buy the kids in your life nature books, bird and tree and wildflower 

field guides, or even some of the educational nature project products.  There is also, for 

those you can’t get away from their electronic screens, an Audubon app for 

identification of Texas trees, animals, reptiles, birds, and wildflowers. 

Anything you can do to help pique or maintain the interest in our Natural World in either 

a kid or an adult will be a step in the right direction of helping to keep Texas looking like 

Texas. 

There are other things landowners can do in addition to the above ideas, and also 

things anyone can do once they become more knowledgeable about some aspect of the 

Natural World.  And, you might find out how much you enjoy doing all of this “nature 

stuff”. 

Until next time… 

Jim Stanley is a Texas Master Naturalist and the author of the book “Hill Country Landowner’s Guide”. He 

can be reached at jstmn@ktc.com. Previous columns can be seen at www.hillcountrynaturalist.org. 

 

 


