
Where You Can Go for Help and to Learn More About Our Natural World 

Last week I discussed a collection of general nature books that I thought readers might 

be interested in reading, as well as looking over my book list on my website for books 

on various topics. Today I want to continue along the line of helping readers learn more 

and find help. 

I believe most people are unaware of the many sources of help, advice and information 

available to them in Kerr County and surrounding areas on all kinds of subjects having 

to do with Nature, land management and living in the Hill Country.  So here is a partial 

list. 

The four main government agencies dedicated to helping landowners with all kinds of 

issues are the Texas AgriLife Extension, Texas Parks and Wildlife, Texas Forest 

Service, and the USDA/Natural Resources Conservation Service.  These agencies have 

highly-trained experts in just about every aspect of farming, ranching, livestock and 

wildlife management, land management, erosion control, oak wilt, cedar management 

and many other topics.  In addition, their agencies print and distribute many useful 

documents and publications on all of these subjects. 

I have found the people in these agencies to be extremely knowledgeable and helpful, 

and all of their services are free. 

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service is located on route 27 adjacent to the Ag 

Barn/Youth Exhibition Center and the phone is 830-257-6568. Their website is 

http://kerr-tx.tamu.edu, and it has links to the state website as well as the AgriLife 

Bookstore, https://agrilifebookstore.org, which has a huge selection of books, pamphlets 

and research papers, some of which are free. The local Master Gardeners organization 

is sponsored by the AgriLife Extension and you can reach them using the same phone 

number as above. 

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is located across from Albertson’s on Route 

16 and their phone is 830-896-2500.  The state web site is www.tpwd.state.tx.us, where 

you will find not only information about all the state parks, but also about wildlife 

management.  In addition, the Kerr Wildlife Management Area, located west of Hunt 

gives tours and free presentations on deer and livestock management the first Friday of 

the month in August, September and October.  Call 830-238-4483 for specific 

information. I recommend all landowners attend one of these sessions. 

The Texas Forest Service can be contacted at 210-494-1742 or 

http://txforestservice.tamu.edu.  For oak wilt information, go to www.texasoakwilt.org. 



The Natural Resources Conservation Service, located on Water St., can be contacted at 

830-896-4911 for information on soils, erosion control, grazing and land management. 

Information can also be obtained at www.nrcs.usda.gov. 

There are also several organizations that have free monthly meetings to which the 

public is invited, including the kids. Here are some of them. 

The Native Plant Society of Texas, Kerrville Chapter, usually meets at Riverside Nature 

Center on the 1st Tuesday of every month, but you can check for the topic and for the 

time of the meeting by either calling 257-2185 or going to  www.npsot.org/kerrville. 

Other nearby chapters of the Native Plant Society can be found at 

www.npsot.org/boerne and at www.npsot.org/fredericksburg.  

Riverside Nature Center has meetings and presentations on various nature topics, 

which you can find out about by calling 257-4837 or going to 

www.riversidenaturecenter.org. Cibolo Nature Center in Boerne has a very full schedule 

of presentations and meetings.  You can get on their mailing list by calling 830-249-

4616 or going to www.cibolo.org.  

The Hill Country Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalists meets at 6:30 on the 4th 

Monday of every month (except for this August) at UGRA on Lehman St.  You can find 

out more about the organization and the topic for the next month by going to 

http://txmn.org/hillcountry.  

The Master Naturalist chapter also has a program called the Land Management 

Assistance Program, whereby, upon request from a landowner, volunteers go to the 

owner’s property, identify plants and discuss any relevant land management issues and 

make recommendations, followed by a report.  If you own property in the area and are 

interested, call Riverside Nature Center (830-257-4837) and say you are interested in 

the Master Naturalist Land Management Assistance Program. 

I remember some years ago when I first met these government agents and the people 

in these organizations how impressed I was by their friendliness, knowledge and 

willingness to help.  I think you will find the same thing, and maybe make a whole new 

set of friends. 

Until next time… 

Jim Stanley is a Texas Master Naturalist and the author of the book “Hill Country Landowner’s Guide”. He 

can be reached at jstmn@ktc.com. Previous columns can be seen at www.hillcountrynaturalist.org. 

 


