
TREE IDENTIFICATION AIDS

American Elm, Ulmus americana, Large fountain-shaped tree.  Numbers greatly reduced by Dutch Elm disease.  American elm can be distinguished from Slippery elm, Ulmus rubra, by the former leaves being less rough on top.

American Persimmon, Common Persimmon, Diospyros virginiana, 

Blackjack Oak, Quercus marilandica, Duck-foot shaped leaves with bristle tips, otherwise smooth,  charcoal gray bark, darker than most other oaks, grows in dry soils.

Blanco Crabapple, Pyrus ioensis v. texensis, stout thorns, favorite deer plant, light pink blooms, many root sprouts.

Box Elder Maple, Acer negundo, quick growing, seeds sought by many birds.

Bur Oak, Quercus macrocarpa, Fast growing oak, huge leaves, acorns the size of golf balls.

Carolina Basswood, Carolina Linden, Tilia caroliniana, Fast growing, flowers make good honey.

Carolina Buckthorn, Rhamnus caroliniana, In spite of the name, it does not have thorns, veins very prominent on top of leaves.

Cedar Elm, Ulmus crassifolia, Very small rough leaves, twigs often with lateral corky “wings”.

Chinquapin Oak, Quercus muhlenbergii, Toothed leaves, prefers moist sites with deep soils, good shade and wildlife tree.

Elbow Bush, Forestiera pubescens, a bush to 15’. Pronounced opposite arrangement of leaves and twigs, flowers late winter-early spring.

Escarpment Black Cherry, Prunus serotina var. eximia, showy white flowers in spring, yellow leaves in fall, bark smooth when young, then dark broken plates, to 100’.

Eve’s Necklace, Texas Sophora, Sophora affinis, shrub to small tree, compound leaves, pink blossoms, pods resemble beads on a necklace.

Hackberry, Texas Sugar Hackberry, Celtis laevigata v. texana, There are several varieties of hackberry, but the one most likely to be found in the Hill 
Country is the Texas sugar hackberry, although the Net-Leaf hackberry can also be found here.  Hackberries are one of the most beneficial trees for wildlife...birds, butterflies, small mammals and deer all use some part of these trees.

Lacey Oak, Quercus glaucoides,  Named for Howard Lacey who first identified it on his ranch outside Kerrville in the late 1800’s, leaves have a waxy feel. Sometimes called a blue oak because of a slightly bluish tinge to the leaves.

Live Oak, Quercus virginiana, and Quercus fusiformis,  The live oaks of the Deep South from Virginia to Texas, Q. virginiana, overlap with a very closely related live oak Q. fusiformis which is native to the Hill Country and west into Mexico.  The two species are difficult to distinguish in the Hill Country and in fact hybridize so certain identification is difficult.  Note that new-growth leaves frequently have “points” and somewhat resemble Holly leaves.

Pecan, Carya illinoensis,  State Tree, largest of all Hickories, usually found along creeks and streams where the soil is deep as these trees have a deep tap root.  Can be distinguished from walnuts, even when no fruits are to be found, by slicing small twigs lengthwise and observing the middle “pith” layer; it is smooth in pecans and has cross-sectional partitions, (walls) in walnuts.

Possumhaw, Ilex decidua, Shrub with small leaves, red-orange berries on female plants persists into winter.  The related Yaupon Holly, Ilex vomitoria, is similar in appearance, but is evergreen, and is less commonly found in the Hill Country.

Post Oak, Quercus stellata, Leaves rough, frequently cross-shaped. Trunks frequently straight, vertical and with lighter colored bark than most other trees.  Slow growing, relatively resistant to diseases including oak wilt, but intolerant of root disturbance such as over-watering or compaction by vehicles.

Rough-leaf Dogwood, Cornus drummondii, Shrub to small tree, multi stems, rough leaves, flowers not as showy as flowering dogwoods, white berries.

Shin Oak, White Shin Oak, Quercus sinuata v. breviloba, Small tree, frequently in groves, flaking gray bark.  Prolific root sprouts, favorite of deer.

Spanish Oak, Texas Oak, Quercus texana, or Quercus buckleyi, The tree is most commonly called a Spanish oak or a Texas Oak or a Texas Red Oak in the hill country.  These red oaks have deeply lobed leaves with bristle tips, the bark frequently has large white patches of lichen.  They are favorite trees of many birds, including the Golden-cheeked warbler.

Sumac, Prairie Flame-leaf Sumac, Rhus copallina L. var. lanceolata, Shrub to small tree, compound leaves with winged rachis (stem between leaflets), good wildlife food and brilliant red leaves in the fall.

Sycamore, American Plane Tree, Platanus occidentalis, Very fast growing, large tree with reddish-brown that peels off to expose white smooth new bark, usually found along and in streams.

Texas Persimmon, Diospyros texana,  Small multi-trunked tree, usually has large patches of smooth bark somewhat resembling a Crepe Myrtle,  Leaves very small, velvet-like to touch when new.  Fruit ¾-1” diameter, green, ripening to black on female trees.

Texas Redbud, Cercis canadensis var. texensis, Distinguished from the Eastern Redbud by having leaves more shiny and leathery, thus more drought resistant.  The similar Mexican Redbud is less common in the Hill Country.

Walnut, Texas Black Walnut, Little Walnut, Juglans microcarpa. Trees usually smaller than Pecans, more tolerant of rocky, well drained soils.  Bark sometimes gives the appearance that the tree has been twisted.  See Pecan above to distinguish.

Western Soapberry, Sapindus saponaria L.var. drummondii,  Compound leaves, yellow in fall, amber translucent berries.

